It is scarcely necessary to remark that operative treatment for the obliteration or removal of the sac, with the hope of causing the radical cure of a hernia, is 110 Waters, lias kindly analyzed the list of these cases, and I learn from him that sixty-six of these operations were successful, the result of one was not given, and four patients died. It further appears that, of the sixty-six, fifty-eight remained free from return of the hernia at varying intervals after the operation, and in eight the hernia returned sooner or later, but in some of these cases only to a slight extent.
Lister, in his address to the British Medical Association at Plymouth in August 1871, related his experience of two most interesting cases which he had treated with these aids, many patients have been operated upon according to his principles.
Dr Isidor Iraelsohn has recently published his most interesting dissertation on this subject, and in it he has collected seventy-one cases of the radical operation for hernia performed with antiseptic precautions by various surgeons. My house surgeon, Dr Waters, lias kindly analyzed the list of these cases, and I learn from him that sixty-six of these operations were successful, the result of one was not given, and four patients died. It further appears that, of the sixty-six, fifty-eight remained free from return of the hernia at varying intervals after the operation, and in eight the hernia returned sooner or later, but in some of these cases only to a slight extent.
As far as I know, four methods have been employed with the aid of Listerian antiseptics.
( operation or by any other means. On the 22d of April of the same year I exposed by an incision the neck and upper part of the sac, and, without opening the sac, endeavoured, but without success, to return its contents into the abdomen. Finding that the contents of the hernia were adherent to the sac, I opened the sac, and discovered that a large piece of adherent omentum was the cause of the irreducibility. When the sac was opened a large quantity of the small intestine escaped, and it was with some difficulty that this gut was returned. The adherent omentum being ligatured, and the contents of the sac, which consisted of nearly the whole small intestine and a large quantity of omentum, having been returned, the neck of the sac was ligatured, the sac cut away and stitched to the margin of the external ring in the usual way. For three days the patient progressed favourably, but after this symptoms of intestinal obstruction showed themselves, and he died two days after. My opinion is that some twisting of the gut took place and caused the fatal result. I attribute the non-success of this case principally to the large size of the hernia and to the protrusion and return of so much of the small intestine, a proceeding likely to lead to some malposition of the gut. 
